MACKIE CARVES DETAILS WHILE SCULPTING HIS LIFE-SIZE
MONUMENTAL MOOSE IN 2023. PHOTO BY RUSSELL SACH
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MACKIE PUTS THE FINISHING TOUCHES
CLAY ON HIS “th‘l AND LIONESS,” 20
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MACKIE ALIGNS HIS "GROUSE FLUSHING."

MACKIE PROUDLY STANDS NEXT TO HIS MOOSE
SCULPTURE.

which dates to 3000 B.C. Little has changed in the
process, and it remains very labor intensive,

First, he creates an armature, the metal
skeleton that keeps the body erect. Then he
applies the clay.

“| love making things out of mud. You get
gnarly texture, including fingerprints.”

These “gnarly” textures give Mackie's
sculptures life. The clay on the moose is currently
four fingers away from its final thickness.

Next, he covers the clay with chicken wire
and molds silicone rubber around the structure.
This allows him to pick up the tiniest of details,
including fingerprints. Afterwards, with the help
of his foundry, he creates a positive relief mold in
wax to match the desired thickness of the bronze.
Mackie then applies wax fitted with tubes that
allow metal to flow in—and noxious gasses to
flow out—during casting. The wax mold is filled
over five days with liquid ceramic fortified with
fiberglass and wire. When the ceramic shell is
fired, the wax melts away—hence the phrase,
“lost wax."
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